
 

  

 

Kid Talk 
June 2017 

New Clubs 
Are Coming! 
Check out p. 2 

Check out p. 4 

Teens Tour 
UTA 

Check out p. 5 

FLIPP’N OVER 

FLAPJACKS 

CHECK OUT P. 3 

Check out p. 6-7 

CELEBRATING A GREAT YEAR  
AND AWESOME KIDS 

HOW DO YOU 

SPELL AMAZING? 

We spell it A T F C U! The 
members of ATFCU have 
done it again through their Skip-A-
Pay program raising $197,000 for the 
B&GC of Abilene? Thank you Abilene 
Teachers Federal Credit Union for 
helping us stay strong and expand 
our services to the youth of Abilene! 

On May 2nd we celebrated our 
kids at our Annual Youth of the 
Year Celebration at the Highland 
Church of Christ with dinner 
provided by Sharon’s BBQ. After 
dinner we were entertained by 
our own talented Club Kids. 
During this time we held an art 
action and heard from our Club-

wide Youth of the Year, Jalen 
Wright. We were honored to 
have several donors attending 
and the bidding got quite 
intense as people fought to get 
to take home their favorite art 
work. It was an amazing time of 
celebration for an awesome 
year at the Boys & Girls Club.  
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The Club hasn’t been immune 

to the deluge of Spinners or 

Fidget Toys that are so popular 

today. While some will argue 

the calming effect of this toys, 

others will claim they are just 

a distraction. When I asked Eli 

why he had one, he said, “It 

helps me stay calm!” I guess 

only time will tell whether 

these toys  actually have a 

therapeutic value but there is 

no doubt, kids love them! I 

was also quite surprised to 

find the Rubik’s Cube making a 

comeback too. Watching kids 

spin these retro toys to make 

all the sides match is 

fascinating. When you 

understand in order to solve 

this puzzle the child has to 

learn a complex algorithm, 

SPINNERS, RUBIK’S CUBES, 

AND FIDGETS, OH MY! 

MARK’S 

MEANDERINGS 

We are so excited about upcoming Club 
openings!  We are growing and served 
more children last year than ever 
before!  One opening will be at the 
Calvary Baptist Church across from 
Johnston Elementary.  We had our largest 
waiting list from this school and since the 
new Club will be across the street, we will 
be able to make room for thirty more 
children at Martinez, let every child who wants to come from Johnston to 
attend the Club, and relieve some of our transportation issues as well.  We 
thank the members of Calvary Baptist for reaching out to this neighborhood! 

Our second Club opening will be in the City of Clyde.  We are so 
close to having this new Club funded so there is plenty of 
excitement!  We will be 
renovating the old high 
school gym, auditorium,  
locker rooms, kitchen and 

administrative offices to make it a full sized 
functioning Club.  We are currently shooting 
for a September 1 opening so be watching 
for an invitation to come to the grand 
opening/open house!   

NEW CLUBS = MORE KIDS SERVED 
EXCITEMENT ABOUT NEW CLUBS IS GROWING! 

Safety First: 

The Big Country Medical Society Alliance members 
provide helmets and instructions to our B&G Club 
Kids to keep them safe as they ride their bikes. 
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you get a glimpse of their 

capacity to memorize. I know 

these toys are just fads that will 

be gone soon but the curiosity 

of a child will always be with us. 

Realizing this, we have some 

great plans for our summer 

camp.  Robotics will be back 

and for some of our kids, 

advanced robotics will be 

offered as well. Junior 

Achievement will be working 

with our kids to help them 

understand how money works, 

or planning for college, or even 

how to present yourself to a 

potential employer to get a job. 

Our Chess Club complete with 

tournament instruction will be 

back this summer lead by one 

of our returning Foster 

Grandparents. Art camp is 

coming as well and our kids will 

get to dabble in several types of 

media as they explore the 

world of art. My personal 

favorite is model making with 

balsa wood donated by our 

friends at the Ben Richey’s Boys 

Ranch. 

Whether it is figuring out a 

puzzle, a game, chess strategy, 

a piece of art, or how to build a 

model, the curiosity of our kids 

will be met this summer with so 

many options. We can only 

offer so many choices because 

of you. We are blessed because 

you want to invest in the 

children of Abilene. Thank you! 

MARK’S 

MEANDERINGS 

FLIPP’N OVER FLAPJACKS 
B & G CLUB KIDS GIVE BACK TO THE 

COMMUNITY OF ABILENE DURING THE 

ANNUAL KIWANAS PANCAKE DAY 

Every year our kids look forward to Pancake Day and this year was no 
exception! We had about 50 kids ages 6-18 years old come volunteer for 3-4 
hours each to help cook, serve, and clean up at the Kiwanis Club of Abilene’s 
‘69th Annual All You Can Eat Pancake Day and Auction on April 29th. Our kids 
did a fantastic job representing the Boys & Girls Club of Abilene. We had so 
many compliments about our amazing young people and their desire to serve 
the Abilene Community! 
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AIDEN 
“Mr. Noe, I will be going to 6th grade next year; I 
brought up my grades and now my lowest grade is a 
75!” Aiden exclaimed. Aiden is an 11 year old who 
started attending the Martinez BGC 4 years ago. He 
had consistently been on 
the A/B honor roll, but this 
year hasn’t been as smooth 
sailing as previous years. 
Math has proven to be a bit 
more challenging. Aiden is 
an energetic athlete, so 

most days it would be a struggle to get him into the 
homework room to get his work done. Today, 
persistence and perseverance paid off as Aiden’s 
sacrifice, along with the dedication and 
determination of our staff, brought about academic 
success. Way to go Aiden! 

TAD 
Tad is in middle school, which as 

many people know, can be a hard 

and awkward transition period in a 

person’s life. Many of our middle 

schooler’s deal with the struggle of 

being around so many kids, while at 

the same time desiring the freedom 

that comes with growing up. 

However, Tad strides through this 

struggle by being a mentor for the 

younger kids and a helper to all our 

staff. It is not unusual to find Tad 

helping a kid with homework, 

teaching them how to solve a 

Rubik’s cube, or even just telling 

them a funny story. Tad has a 

sincere, kind and fun spirit that 

draws people of all ages in to be his 

friend. He also connects very well 

with all of our adult staff. Not a day 

goes by without one of our staff 

having a meaningful interaction with 

Tad, whether it be him making us 

laugh or helping us with our duties. 

Furthermore, Tad never lets the 

relationships he builds affect his 

level of respect for the staff. He 

always listens immediately when 

told to do something and addresses 

everyone by either ‘ma’am’ or ‘sir.’ 

It is because of kids like Tad that we 

are reminded every day of what the 

Boys & Girls Club is really about.  

CEDRIC 

It is hard to imagine what the Highland Boys & Girls Club 
would be like without Cedric. Everyday he is playing any 
games we have going on, visiting every room, and 
helping out in any way he can. He loves to play football 
and soccer, push younger kids on the swing, and help 
with snack time. Cedric is one of our most active 
members, showing up everyday and fully immersing 
himself into the Club.  

We remember it wasn't all that long ago when Cedric 
used to only run with a few friends and wasn't fully 
engaged in the Club.  When our staff began looking 
towards him for leadership qualities, he began to 
develop into one of the best leaders at the Club.  Cedric 

is quick to start up games for all the kids to play and he knows the name of every 
kid here, and every kid knows him. They look up to him and follow his lead. Since 
we have seen this change in Cedric, we have seen a change in many other kids' 
behavior. Now all the kids are willing to help and serve, all with Cedric guiding 
them. Cedric exemplifies what it means to be a Boys & Girls Club member, which 
is to be a productive, responsible, and caring citizen. 
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Teens See Dream of College  as  

a Real Possibility 

Boys & Girls Club Teens Tour Campus of UTA 

Many of our teens have 
genuinely challenging roads to 
navigate on their way to 
adulthood, and our goal is to 
inspire and encourage them to 
be overcomers rather than 
victims or bystanders to life’s 
circumstances. We want our 
teens to command the attention 
of the world because they are 
great, because they are 
contributors, not because their 
lives provoke sympathy. With 
that in mind, each of the teens 
that earned the opportunity to 
go on a college tour met the 
standards of 
excellence we 
require for 
participation.  

In order to be 
eligible to tour 
the University of 
Texas in 
Arlington as a 
member of the 
Boys & Girls Club of Abilene, our 
teens had to provide proof of 
academic excellence via school 
report cards, good behavior at 
school, the B&G club and at 
home, and complete two 
volunteer service projects in the 
Abilene community. Beyond 
that, they just had to be present  
at Teen Night on a regular basis 
so we could build relationships 
with these students and 
establish the foundations of 
trust and respect the allow us to 
do things like this safely.  

Believe it or not, this was the 
first time many of our teens 
were able to walk around on a 
tour at a major university. 

Unfortunately, in the community 
that we serve, it seems like our 
youth are brainwashed into 
thinking that college is not 
possible for them. BUT, there is 
something about being able to 
visualize yourself somewhere 
that sort of shifts the gears of 
your mind in a new direction. 
We were told by several teens 
that the tour we took of UTA 
was the first time that they felt 
college could be in the future for 
them. By providing these kids 
with opportunities to see 
beyond their immediate 

surroundings, we 
are building 
dreams for a 
future they didn’t 
know was 
possible. 

It is easy to take 
opportunities 
we’ve had in the 
course of our own 

lifetime for granted. I am 
constantly reminded on trips like 
these that many young people 
do not know that they are 
valuable, capable and just one 
decision away from doing and 
being great. We are here to 
remind them of that and 
encourage them along the way, 
and placing the world at their 
feet via college tours is just one 
of the ways we do that! 

Teens show off the Maverick hand  symbol. 
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Vic & Carol Corley 
A Gift from the Mrs. J. Neil (Weeze)  
     Daniel Donor Advised Fund at the  
     Community Foundation of Abilene 
Dave Ford Motors 
Mike & Julie Denny 
Mark & Nancy Diggs 
David & Sindy Durham 
Dyess Spouses Charitable Association 
Sam & Shellie Evans 
Gift from Mrs. Shellie Evans at the  
    Community Foundation of Abilene 
Fat Matt Roofing 
 (Mr. Matt Smith) 
Joseph & Evelyn Ferguson 
Karl Feuerpfeil 
First Central Presbyterian Church 
 (The Friendly Class) 
First Financial Bank 
Gift from the Dot and Jesse C. Fletcher  
    and Melissa Fletcher Donor Advised  
    Fund at the Community Foundation of  
    Abilene. 
Doris Fomby 
Foster Grandparents 
Mrs. Shirley Glandon 
Marion & Marilyn Goodin 
Gary & Jean Goodnight 
Leslie & Jean Gore 
James Graham 
Greater Abilene Kiwanis Club 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hackman 
Joe & Rosemary Hall 
Gift from the Mr. & Mrs. Lee  
     Hampton Donor Advised Fund at  
     Community Foundation of Abilene 
Family Trust Hardwicke 
     (Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Hardwicke) 
Jack & Roxie Harkins 
Dr. Robert Hawley 
Ann Henderson 
Courtney Henry 
Gift from the Holiday Giving Fund at 
 the Community Foundation 
 of Abilene 
James Foundation 
Floyd Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. Robin Julien 

Mr. Ray King 
Joe & Beverly Kimbrough 
Kiwanis Club of Abilene 
Shane & Leslie Lee 
Louis Brooks Ranch 
Mr. & Mrs. Neal Lowry 
Mankin & Sons Gardens 
The Massey Family Charitable Trust 
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle McAlister 
Mike & Sharon McDonald 
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Melson 
Jack Mergle 
Micrometals Texas 
Ltc (Ret) Ralph & Gaylen Mollet 
Gary & Peggy Morris 
Napier Engineering 
John & Karene Neill 
George & Carolyn  Newman 
Greg Rake 
Gift from the Jack & Becky Rentz  
    Donor Advised Fund at the  
    Community Foundation of  
    Abilene 
Roberts & McGee CPA 
 (Becky Roberts)  
June Rosolino 
Ed & Elizabeth Rush 
St. James United Methodist Church 
Sally’s Printing & Mail Service 
Douglas & Barbara Schriever 
Truett & Kayley Simmons 
Star Dodge-Hyundai 
Subway 
 (Big Country Sub Co) 
Stephen Suttle 
Mr. Larry Taylor 
Mrs. Dwane VanRheenan 
J.W. & Judy Vinson 
Courtney Vletas 
Gift from the Robert, Elsie &  
    Roberta Watters Fund at the  
    Community Foundation of  
    Abilene 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Webb 
Dr. & Mrs. James Webster 
Betty Weissinger 
Aaron & Abby Wesson 
Bo & Dana Whitaker 
Mr. & Mrs. Chip Whitlock 
Mr. Doug Williamson 
Don & Carol Wilson 
Jim & Susan Wilson 
Wynant & Judy Wilson 
Mr. Dan Winters 
Mr & Mrs Bobbie Lee Wolfe 
Dale & Belinda Woodall 
William P. Wright Jr. 
Dale & Barbara Young 
 (In Honor of Mark Young)
Young Family 

A-Town Cleaners 
ACU Business School 
 (Venture Out Project) 
Abilene Cactus Lions Club 
Abilene Christian University 
 (Venture Out) 
Abilene Police Officers Association 
Abilene Retired Teachers Association 
Abilene Southwest Rotary Club 
Josh & Maurita Ammons 
Anonymous 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Aten 
Atmos Energy 
Automated Copy Systems, Inc. 
B.E. Motors 
 (Billy Enriquez) 
David Ballard 
Barber Foundation 
Batjer & Associates, Inc. 
A Gift from the Bob & Peggy  
     Beckham Donor Advised Fund at  
     the Community Foundation of  
     Abilene 
Mrs. Gay Beitscher 
Amando Benavides 
Pete Beretta 
Russell & Paula Berry 
Gift from Josh & Jeanette Black through  
    the Community Foundation of Abilene 
Tom & Holly Blackwell 
Christine Boswell 
Julian & Charlotte Bridges 
Gift from the Price & Nancy Brock Donor  
    Advised Fund at the Community  
    Foundation of Abilene 
Mr. & Mrs. John Bruneau 
Kay Bunting 
Mr. & Mrs. Taylor Burroughs 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Caceres 
Lee & Ruth Caldwell 
Jerry & Nell Carter 
A Gift from the Boys & Girls Club of  
     Abilene Designated Fund at the  
     Community Foundation of  
     Abilene. 
Carl S. Cook Jr. 
Condley & Companey, LLP 
Ms. Harriet Connor 
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 Platinum 

Partners 
Abilene Teachers Federal Credit 

Union 
Dian Graves Owen Foundation 

Dodge Jones Foundation 
Community Foundation of Abilene 

Ralph Fisher & Sandra Reddell 
Greathouse Foundation 

Highland Church of Christ 
Shelton Family Foundation 
A Gift from the T & T Family  

Foundation at the  
Community Foundation of Abilene 

(Ms. Lale Estes)  
United Way 

 

Gold Partners 
Hasten Family Investments Limited 

Joe E. Davis Foundation 
Julia Jones Mathews Family Trust 

Mark and Twyla Young  
 

Silver Partners 
James & Kimberley Cole 

Gift from the Boys & Girls Club of Abilene 
Designated Fund at the 

Community Foundation of Abilene 
(Honor of Dian Graves Owen) 

Lauren Engineers & Construction 
(The Lantern Project) 

Mr. & Mrs. Jodie McGaughey 
 
 

Bronze Partners 

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Beckham 
Cargill Employees 

McAlister Equipment Company 
(Mrs. Sara Graham) 

Mr. & Mrs. David Stovall 
Townsquare Media 

Wal-Mart Foundation 
 

Club Partners 
AISD  

Boys & Girls Club of America 
Food Bank of Abilene 

Suddenlink 
Surroundings Art 

Wal-mart 
Wylie Christian Church 

Would you like to see your logo and 
your company name in our 
newsletters and on our website? Call 
Mark Young at 672-1712 and ask 
about being a Business Tier Sponsor.  
Your one time donation brings you 
many benefits during the year while 
impacting children immediately! 

Memorials 

In Memory of William “Bill” Wilson 
 by Jerry Uppencamp 
 by Dot Johnson and Jerry 
 Carothers 
In Honor of  Taylor Burroughs 
 by William & Carol Haynes 

THANK YOU! Community Foundation for hosting Abilene Gives! 

We would like to personally thank all the donors that used that day of 

giving to make a difference in the lives of Abilene Children. 

3rd Street Printing 
Anonymous  
Taylor Burroughs 
Christine Curtis-Carr 
Amy De Los Santos 
Dan Martin Fergus 
Shirley Glandon 

Carol Haynes 
Joe Hill 
Jodie McGaughey 
Justin Munns 
Sabrina Munns 
Angela Nicolini 
Dickie Porche 

Annette Snowden 
Kayley Simmons 
Weatherl & Associates 
Carol Wilson 
Twyla Young 
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P.O. Box 2013 
Abilene, TX  79604 

www.facebook.com/abilenebgc 

On the Web @ 

www.abilenebgc.com 
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This Newsletter’s not  

going to open itself….. 

  …..Just like our kids,  

it needs YOUR help :) 


